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we have all such adjuncts as Nazi storm troops, etc. Add
to this German air-mindness which the nature of the
country engenders, and you have a very serious situation,
with Germany appealing at every turn to the God of
Battles. You begin to get back to the conception of Europe
in Arms, and all that appertains thereto. What sort of
armed force is another matter, but we may be sure that
Germany would make out her quota after careful thought
of what armaments should be.

But Germany stands with her small army surrounded by
France, Belgium, Poland, Russia, Czecho-Slovakia, all
armed heavily. Is it right for the world to have this vacuum,
and how long can it before, under Locarno, we endeavour
to prevent the inrush?

As has been said, Europe is on the horns of a dilemma,
and Statesmanship has a hard task before it. It is not
therefore surprising that Sir John Simon's duty was to
talk pretty straight to Germany at the Disarmament
Conference, even at the risk of sending her out of the room
in a huff. This inconsequent country, or a vocative section
of it, must needs blame him when every voice should have
backed him because he faced facts, and would not play
the role of the sentiment monger.

Since then we have seen the December discussions, and
Hitler's attempts' to get France away from the League
and a joint front with Britain, and France's common sense -
refusing to deal alone. But the danger is as hitherto,
Britain's two voices, and France's fear that if she can
trust this British Government to be staunch, she is very
doubtful about the next.

One point stands out from those behind the scenes, and
that is that at this moment Germany could not put up
a military force fit to support her pretensions, and that
she must for the present proceed warily. The world therefore
has time to think again and it is here that hope for peace
really lies.